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RAY HEAD 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [5.21 pm]: I would like to make a brief statement of recognition and 
condolence at the passing of Ray Head, a former mayor of the Town of Northam. Ray was born two months 
premature in 1942, weighing four pounds, and was given six weeks to live. Ray survived and went on to live 
a full and colourful life for 72 years. 

During his youth, Ray lived with his family at Salmon Gums, Perenjori and Wongan Hills, as his father worked 
on the railways. Ray attended school in Wongan Hills, and in 1953, when his parents moved to Northam, he 
attended Northam and West Northam primary schools. Ray attended Northam Senior High School from 1955 to 
1957. It is fair to say that Ray was not a great scholar, but, despite this, Ray achieved his Junior Certificate with 
passes in English, bookkeeping and mathematics. 

Ray worked after school selling the Daily News for R.C. and E.M. Degg’s West Northam shop, and later for 
Herb Scaddan. Ray also worked on Saturdays for Nora Bartlett in her deli, later to become Hills Deli. He also 
worked for Sam, Peter and Vera Sardelich in their greengrocer’s shop. He would also deliver the milk for 
Ken Rule on Friday nights and deliver The Sunday Times and Mirror newspapers on Sundays, often to 
servicemen at the Northam Army camp. Ray was a keen tennis player and played at the May Street courts. He 
was described as a very ordinary footballer and played C grade with Towns Football Club at Victoria Oval. He 
later played reserves for Federals. However, Ray was an outstanding junior cyclist with Northam Cycling Club 
and won many races at the Victoria Oval cycling track and in road competitions over many seasons. Ray took 
the opportunity to work for six weeks as a junior worker at Spencers Brook railway station to earn extra cash and 
he used the 12-mile daily round trip as a training run on his bike. Ray was later approached to take on that job 
full-time. He later became junior clerk at Northam Railway Station and night clerk at Cunderdin. 

It was at this time that Ray began courting Julie Saunders from York, who was nursing at the old Northam 
hospital. Ray and Julie were married in Northam on 9 May 1964. They moved to Wongan Hills, then to Koorda, 
and then to Merredin, where sons Raymond and David were born. The family moved back to Northam in 
November 1974, when Ray took up the position of train control officer until his retirement in 1997. Ray and 
Julie then operated Avon Paper Shred for many years. In 1977, there was enormous excitement with the arrival 
of daughter Allison, the first girl born into the Head family for 65 years. There was much celebration. 

Ray gave significant service to his community; he served with St John Ambulance for many years. He was 
admitted to the Order of St John as a Serving Brother. On his twenty-fifth wedding anniversary, Ray was elected 
as a councillor to the Town of Northam, and elected Mayor of the Town of Northam in 2001. Ray served as 
mayor for six years and progressed the merger of the town and shire of Northam, which occurred in 2007. 
Ray was the first councillor elected, with a four-year term, of the new Shire of Northam at the October 2007 
election and he was made a Freeman of the Shire of Northam on 21 July 2010. 

Highlights of Ray’s time as mayor included the Tracks to Federation train journey in 2001, at which he 
auctioned off former Deputy Prime Minister Tim Fischer’s hat for charity for $1 500, and a visit to Northam by 
Prime Minister John Howard. Ray was mayor when Steve Fossett completed his circumnavigation of the world 
in a hot air balloon. Ray presented one-half of the key to Northam to Mr Fossett on his departure, and the other 
half on his successful completion of the journey. 

I served with Ray for many years on the Avon Community Development Foundation, which he joined in 1989. 
For the six years I was chair, Ray was the willing and capable deputy chair. During this time, Ray passed on 
a wealth of his experience and wisdom to me. I will always remember Ray for that and I will always be grateful 
to him. 

Ray and I also served together on the Avon industrial park board advisory board, which he joined in 1990. 
Ray also received a distinguished service medal for services to local government and a Centenary Medal for 
services to the community. Ray was also a long-term board member of the Northam Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. Ray was champion for Northam and the Avon. I attended his funeral last Tuesday and it was among the 
biggest seen in the area. Ray touched many people’s lives as he could connect with people on all levels. Northam 
will not seem the same without Ray. I am sure I speak on behalf of all in the Legislative Council by extending 
deepest condolences to Julie, Raymond, David, Alison, their families, and Ray’s thousands of friends. Rest in 
peace, Ray. 
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